
Fr Ryan Homily 5/1/22 – First Communion 

Read: Acts of the Apostles 5:27-32, 40b-41; Psalm 30; Revelation 5:11-14; John 

21:1-19 

   So we got our first communicants sitting up front here ready to go. You guys are 

looking sharp in your suits and dresses. I bet this is one of the only times in your 

life you’ve been dressed up like this, am I right? You don’t normally do this. Like 

maybe if you’re a flower girl or a ring bearer at a wedding but like that’s it. And 

we get dressed up and we wanna look very nice on important occasions. And 

today it is so much more than an important occasion. Like this hopefully is gonna 

remain one of the most memorable days of your entire life. That’s why you’re all 

dressed up because you get to do something really, really special this morning for 

the first time. Before we talk about that though, first just a question for you guys 

to think about. When you’re not all dressed up like this, when you’re at home and 

your wearing normal clothes, what do you like to do for fun? Like let’s say your 

parents or grandparents say to you whatever you want to do for the next hour, 

what do you want to do? What would that be? And there’s so many options right. 

You could just go outside and play on a swing set, take a ball and toss it around 

with some friends, you could go to an amusement park. Sometimes you just 

wanna stay in and play on your iPad for a while – if your parents let you do that 

sort of thing. You can play house, you can play video games, you could even like 

read a book sometimes. It’s great! There’s so many stuff that we could do in our 

free time. When we look at the apostles today in the gospel, what do they do for 

fun? Right, cause they need to take a break. They were stressed out because they 

were there and they saw Jesus die, they saw Him suffer and give His life and they 

said we need to do something. So what do they do for fun? It tells us they got in a 

boat, and they went out fishing together. All night they were out fishing and what 

happened? What did they catch? Nothing. Not a single fish. Zero, zilch, nada, 

nothing – like empty handed. And then after they were done fishing they hear this 

voice from the shore and who was that? It was Jesus. But did they know it was 

Jesus at first? They didn’t. But this voice from the shore says throw the net on the 

right side of the boat. Now I don’t know, how many of you are right-handed – 

raise your hand. Yeah, how many of you are left-handed? Some, but not nearly as 

many. Usually people are right-handed. And so if you’re in the boat throwing it 

with your right hand it goes over the left side of the boat. Right, cause you use 



your stronger hand to cast out the net. And then this voice of Jesus said well try 

the other side. Now, how many of you have ever tried to throw a baseball with 

your off hand? How many of you have tried to take a paper and pencil and tried 

to write left-handed, if your right-handed? It’s not easy is it. In fact, for some of us 

it can be kind of embarrassing. I look really silly trying to throw a baseball with my 

left hand because we don’t normally do it. And Jesus is asking them, throw that 

net over the right side of the boat – meaning use your weaker hand to throw it. 

And what do you think the disciples were thinking of themselves? Ya right, this 

isn’t gonna work. We already look silly enough not catching anything all night. But 

what happened when they just listened to Jesus? Even when everything in them 

might have been saying this isn’t gonna work, like this is gonna be embarrassing, 

why am I doing this? What happened when they were willing to look foolish for 

Jesus for a little bit? It says they brought in so many fish that their boat almost 

sank. And somebody must have been there counting because we’re told how 

much fish they caught. It was 153. So, somebody was counting those fish. 

Thought it was important enough to put it in the gospel. They’re like we caught so 

many fish that our nets were almost tearing, our boat was almost sinking. We 

counted, there was 153 of them. And something else that’s cool about knowing 

the number of fish that they caught that day at that time, at the time that the 

gospel was written, how many different species of fish do you think had been 

discovered at that time in the world? 153. So how cool would that have been if in 

that net there was one of every different kind of fish in the world. That they 

pulled that net on shore and said okay who wants breakfast? Who wants the 

salmon, who wants the catfish? Like there’s one of each of these things! Who 

wants the mahi-mahi, who wants the tuna, everybody gets a unique thing. How 

cool would that have been? And you know, what does that tell us about God’s 

love for us? That He gives us a whole lot and He gives us more that we could ever 

need. They went fishing and they brought in so many fish that their nets were 

tearing, the boat was sinking because God loves us an incredible amount. My 

friends, Jesus is getting ready to feed you with something incredible this morning. 

What is He getting ready to feed you with? Not bread and wine. The bread and 

wine are going to disappear once they’re up on this altar and once the Holy Spirit 

is called down upon them they become the body and blood of Jesus. That’s what 

you’re getting ready to receive this morning and Jesus does that for you cause He 

loves you. Jesus says I want to give you this gift. And it’s not like He’s saying, 



ahhh, I love you a little bit, so I’ll give ya a little something. How much does He 

love us? He loves us with all of who He is. He gives us more than we could ever 

need. He gives us more fish that we can hold in our boat. More love than we can 

hold in our hearts. And He gives us that because He loves us. So my friends, 

you’re getting ready to receive this incredible gift of Jesus and He’s saying I give 

myself to you because I want you to know how much I love you. And I don’t just 

love you a little bit, I love you a whole lot. And what that tells us, is every time 

that we get sad, every time that we’re in need, who do we go to? We go to Jesus. 

We can receive Jesus because here every Sunday we celebrate mass. Every 

Sunday Jesus is here saying I’m here for you, I love you, receive all that I am again 

in the Eucharist. Every time you receive Jesus here at mass He’s saying I love you. 

Here’s all of me to live inside of you. So when you guys are getting ready now to 

receive your first Holy Communion, you’re gonna receive an incredible, incredible 

dose of God’s love. And it’s not just today that you get to receive Jesus. Every 

time from now on for the rest of your lives, you get to receive our Lord at mass. 

His body, blood, soul, and divinity. And He does that for you because He loves 

you. So my friends as we continue our prayers today we pray especially for you, 

our first communicants, because for the first time you’re gonna receive the body, 

blood, soul, and divinity of our Lord in the Eucharist. But we also pray for all of us, 

that we may receive this incredible gift of the Lord’s love as though it were our 

first time today. That Jesus and his love would destroy our complacency. That He 

would remove our luke-warmness. That now and forever we would know what 

really happens here at mass and who the Eucharist really is - Jesus. Who wants to 

give us so much our boats are ready to sink, our hearts are ready to burst. He 

wants to give us so much of Himself that when we need to call out to Him, He’s 

already there. His gifts are already there filling our souls with everything that we 

could ever need.  

Amen 

    

 


